
THE evidence base for interventions that 
aim to reduce harms associated with 
drug use is extensive and unequivocal. 
United Nations agencies have long 
endorsed harm reduction and 
international best practice guidelines 
to promote access to harm reduction 
services as both a human right and a 
public health imperative.

The global state of 
harm reduction
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Injecting drug use, HIV and hepatitis C

The global harm reduction response

 IHRA cautiously estimates 
the number of people injecting 
drugs worldwide is 11.6 
million, with the vast majority 
living in developing and 
transitional countries. 



‘Universal access’ to HIV prevention, 
treatment and care, including harm reduction 
services, is far from a reality for the majority 
of the people who inject drugs.



 Now cannabis is Class B and 
we all know how bad it is for you 
again, there’s no point wasting 
money on education, treatment 
and prevention any more. That 
cash would be far better given to 
the police so they can alienate us 
with some futile heavy-handed 
enforcement.

 In some industries, it’s more 
prevalent because there is a 
perception that it helps people 
do their work – for example, 
in the transport industry. 

 Is he aware of any side effects 
that may occur from consuming 
drinks containing absinthe? 

 With absinthe containing such 
high levels of alcohol by volume 
(60 to 90 percent), I believe that 
intoxication (and other side effects 
typically related to alcohol over-
consumption) would constitute 
a side effect. 

 It’s annoying when you hear the 
heads of these companies saying, 
‘Oh no, we don’t target kids’. 
I mean, they taste like cordial. 

 Presently, at least 77 
countries and territories 
have some form of syringe 
distribution programme, 
and approximately 63 have 
some type of methadone or 
buprenorphine substitution 
treatment.


